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Abstract: Bridges are designed to last for more than 50 years and consume up to 50% of their life-cycle costs during their operation phase.
Several inspections and assessment actions are executed during this period. Bridge and damage information must be gathered, digitized, and
exchanged between different stakeholders. Currently, the inspection and assessment practices rely on paper-based data collection and ex-
change, which is time-consuming and error-prone, and leads to loss of information. Storing and exchanging damage and building information
in a digital format may lower costs and errors during inspection and assessment and support future needs, for example, immediate simulations
regarding performance assessment, automated maintenance planning, and mixed reality inspections. This study focused on the concept for
modeling damage information to support bridge reviews and structural analysis. Starting from the definition of multiple use cases and related
requirements, the data model for damage information is defined independently from the subsequent implementation. In the next step, the
implementation via an established standard is explained. Functional tests aim to identify problems in the concept and implementation. To
show the capability of the final model, two example use cases are illustrated: the inspection review of the entire bridge and a finite-element
analysis of a single component. Main results are the definition of necessary damage data, an object-oriented damage model, which supports
multiple use cases, and the implementation of the model in a standard. Furthermore, the tests have shown that the standard is suitable to
deliver damage information; however, several software programs lack proper implementation of the standard. DOI: 10.1061/(ASCE)
CP.1943-5487.0001030. This work is made available under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license,
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Introduction

Bridges are designed to last for more than 50 years. During this
period they consume up to 50% of their life-cycle costs (Schach
et al. 2006; Nagel et al. 2016). Conventional inspection processes,
which are essential to ensure the safety and serviceability of bridges
throughout their lifetime, include manual visual inspections for the
damage data acquisition. An inspector or an engineer performs the
visual inspection on-site. All defects and related data are recorded
in paper-based reports and the inspector subsequently digitizes the
data in the office (Hearn 2007; Hurt and Schrock 2016). Other
stakeholders, such as structural engineers, retrieve these data as
paper-based reports, as exports of databases, or in other proprietary
data formats. Again, engineers integrate or import these data into
their digital models. Such repeating manual data digitization leads
to information loss (Eastman 2011; Borrmann et al. 2018). The
concept of building information modeling (BIM) has been designed
to overcome this issue.

BIM has been designed to cover the entire life cycle of struc-
tures including the operation phase with inspection and mainte-
nance (Borrmann et al. 2018). Defects and related information
are vital for the inspection process. However, Sacks et al. (2018a,
p. 144) remarked that “There is currently no accepted, consistent or

thorough way to represent the defects that may occur in bridges.”
This leads to the conclusion that BIM requires an extension to sup-
port the inspection process.

Hereinafter, the concept of modeling defects and related infor-
mation will be called damage information modeling (DIM) and the
associated model as the damage information model. The aim of this
study was to develop, implement, and test a DIMmodel to exchange
damage data between inspectors, owners, and structural engineers.
For illustration, two example use cases have been chosen:
1. Transfer inspection data from the inspector to the engineer for

three-dimensional (3D) structural simulation; and
2. Transfer inspection data from the inspector to the engineers and

owners for assessment.
Fig. 1 illustrates the conceptual idea of DIM. Photos of a bridge

with its damaged components are depicted in Figs. 1(a–c). Fig. 1(d)
depicts an object-oriented model of this bridge with components
and defects. Fig. 1(b) shows a photo of corrosion at the railing.
This corrosion is modeled in the right branch of Fig. 1(d). The left
branch shows the crack at the pier, which is shown in Fig. 1(c). The
vision for future inspections would be to automate data transfer
from data acquisition to simulation and define the bridge condition
in accordance with simulation results. This is anticipated to make
assessments more objective and precise.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows: The
“Background” section discusses the extant literature concerning
inspection practices and scientific achievements on damage infor-
mation modeling. According to the workflow of object-oriented
analysis and design by Booch (2007), the requirement analysis
for damage information is performed in the “Requirement Analysis”
section. Next, the “Object-Oriented Design” section explains the de-
sign of the object-oriented data model, followed by the explanation
of the implementation in the “Object-Oriented Implementation”
section. The “Testing of the Implementation” section explains and
analyzes functional tests and their results. The “Use Cases and
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Examples” section illustrates the potentials of the data model in the
inspection process. A succinct summary of the work is discussed in
the “Summary” section, and finally a “Conclusion and Outlook” are
provided.

Background

Hitherto, a number of studies concerning digitizing inspection and
maintenance information have been published. This section dis-
cusses the state of practice, theoretical background of damage data
models, and gaps in knowledge.

BIM and Damage Information

Inspection Process
Fig. 2 summarizes the workflow for bridge inspections and assess-
ments in accordance with the studies of Hearn (2007), Hurt and
Schrock (2016), and Sacks et al. (2018b). The raw data acquisition,
which encompasses visual inspection and additional inspections,
is the first step in the process. Visual inspection refers to the inspec-
tion of a bridge by one or more engineers. During this inspection,
the engineers look at the bridge, tap critical spots, or measure
defects and components. The collected information is stored as
text, alphanumeric values, enumerations, and photos. Additional in-
spections are included if defects below the surface are assumed.
Examples of such surveys are ground-penetrating radar, X-ray, or
ultrasonic surveys. These surveys deliver reports, photos, and 3D
point clouds. All acquired data are stored and subsequently used
for simulations and the final assessment.

Simulations and calculations follow the raw data acquisition. This
includes simulations for structural analysis, for durability analyses, or
for the safety of the transport system. Therefore, defect information
must be integrated into these simulation models. All outputs of the
raw data acquisition and simulation results are fed back to the DIM
for later assessment. Finally, the assessment of the structure uses the
bridge data and the data from the DIM and assesses the bridge.

BIM for Infrastructure
The entire bridge inspection process is a manual paper-based pro-
cedure. To digitize this process, digital bridge models are necessary.
BIM is a well-developed concept for digital planning, design, and
construction management for buildings and construction processes
(Borrmann et al. 2018). One of the key points is the digital data
exchange. buildingSMART has developed the Industry Foundation

Classes (IFC) as an open, neutral, and standardized data-exchange
format (ISO 2018) to address the problem of data exchange in the
BIM process. Unfortunately, IFC 4, the latest standardized version,
and below do not contain all necessary entities to properly exchange
information about bridges. Working on this issue, buildingSMART
finished the IFC Bridge project in June 2018 (IFC Infra 2019a). As a
result, the draft of IFC 4 × 2, which includes IFC Bridge, has been
available since 2018 (buildingSMART International Ltd. 2018a)
but has not reached the status of a standard. IFC 4 × 2 has been
withdrawn and the work regarding the infrastructure extension of
IFC is still ongoing (buildingSMART International Ltd. 2020).

Although there is the prospect of exchanging bridge data be-
tween the different stakeholders with the help of IFC, 78% of
bridges were built before 1990. For these bridges, no BIM model
exists, which is a prerequisite for the application of DIM. A number
of studies have been conducted in the domain of 3D model gen-
eration of existing buildings via point clouds (Volk et al. 2014;
Barazzetti et al. 2016; Kropp et al. 2018). In accordance with such
as-built models, damage information could be added to extend the
use of BIM for inspection and assessment.

Damage Information Modeling
To introduce a standardized damage data exchange, Sacks et al.
(2018a) published an Information Delivery Manual (IDM) for data
exchange during inspection and assessment. The manual provides
an overview of the designed inspection process called SeeBridge.
The SeeBridge inspection process extends the conservative inspec-
tion process, which was described previously. The following tasks
are part of the process: generation of the bridge model, damage
acquisition, point cloud generation, defect detection, and the
calculation procedure for performance indexes.

Based on processes and tasks, an IDM must define the data that
have to be exchanged. A basic requirement is that a damaged com-
ponent must be identifiable as a damaged component. This can be
achieved by linking defects and related components. The aforemen-
tioned IDM (Sacks et al. 2018a) includes this information. Further
details about damage relationships, for instance, aggregation of de-
fects, are not included in the study of Sacks et al (2018a). Hamdan
and Scherer (2018) used damage element and individual damage to
aggregate defects or defect parts. Causes and effects of relationships
are required in the model (Lee et al. 2016). If a defect over time is
modeled using individual defect entities, a relationship between
these entities is necessary to represent their unity (Tanaka et al.
2018). Relationships of defects were part of numerous prior studies.
The present study aims to include all of the mentioned relationships.

(a)

(b)

(c) (d)

Fig. 1. Conceptual graphic: (a) a bridge with defects and affected bridge elements (image courtesy of Wikimedia Commons/Störfix); (b) an instance
of corrosion (image by authors); (c) a crack (image courtesy of Pixabay/struppi0601); and (d) an object-oriented model of the bridge, its elements, and
its related defects.
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A single defect could be of different types, such as spalling,
crack, or corrosion. Sacks et al. (2018a) included spalling, crack, rust
staining, efflorescence, scaling, and abrasion or wear in their data
model.As reported byArtus andKoch (2020), there aremore defects,
such as divergences from specification or design, further material
changes, and joint damages. This shows that not all damage types
have been covered heretofore. However, Artus and Koch (2020)
also asserted that cracks are the most important. Hence, the present
study focused on physical defects, namely, cracks and spalling.

Processing damage data requires semantic and geometric data.
First, there are textual descriptions of the defect itself or environ-
mental conditions during inspection. Such information is part of all
national bridge management systems (Hearn 2007) and has been
focused on in the SeeBridge IDM (Sacks et al. 2018a). This in-
cludes measurements, for example, crack width and orientation,
and textual information, such as alphanumeric material descrip-
tions. Wan et al. (2019) also included parameters for crack length,
direction, and width in their data model. Liu and El-Gohary (2016)
included bridge deficiency to represent measurements during a
bridge inspection. A common approach is to save measurements in
designated objects and link those objects to the defect (Hamdan and
Scherer 2018; Hüthwohl et al. 2018). This has the advantage that
new measurements may be added easily either if a consecutive in-
spection has taken place or if newer guidelines require additional
measurements.

National bridge assessment practices rely on visual data, such as
photos and sketches (Hearn 2007). In most cases, several pictures
are taken and stored. Hüthwohl et al. (2018) included images as
textures in their data model to provide additional visual informa-
tion. Future inspection practice may utilize unmanned aerial sys-
tems (UASs), as shown by Morgenthal et al. (2019), so multiple
photos could be available for a single defect. All relevant photos
of a single defect should be included and/or referenced in the as-
damaged model. However, multiple photos cannot be used as a sin-
gle texture patch in parallel. Hence, a new approach is necessary
that combines storing several photos and providing the visual in-
formation of a texture.

Three-dimensional geometries of defects and damaged compo-
nents are necessary for the visualization and calculations and simu-
lations. Visualizing the geometry of defects or damaged components
enables engineers to observe crack width, length, orientation, and
position at a glance. Simulations, for example, finite-element analy-
ses (FEAs), benefit from 3D geometries for the generation of the
damaged structure. For conventional FEA with beams, slabs, and
plates, the 3D geometry of the damaged building is imported into
the simulation environment and the structural model may be gener-
atedwith the 3Dgeometry in the background. This eases definition of
positions and scaling correctly. In case of FEAwith volume elements,
the geometry of the bridge or a single bridge component is imported
and meshed for the subsequent calculations. McGuire et al. (2016)

Fig. 2. Entire workflow from inspection to condition rating. Dashed lines show data exchange. Consecutive processes are connected by solid lines.
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used defect bounding boxes to generate the two-dimensional (2D)
structural model of a damaged girder. A similar approach was fol-
lowed by Fröhlich (2020). Barazzetti et al. (2015) performed a
3D FEA by generating a BIMmodel from the point cloud along with
additional information. Further information, for example, material
information and component connections, was transferred manually
using the BIMmodel. Summarizing 3D geometries of defects is ben-
eficial for visualization, calculations, and simulations.

Hamdan and Scherer (2018) included the 3D geometry in their
data model by linking different models together. A noteworthy
drawback of this model is the distribution of the data between dif-
ferent models. The entire data need to be summed up into one ex-
changeable format to send it to or share it with other stakeholders.
This requirement could be omitted by combining building and
damage information in the same model. Tanaka et al. (2018) ex-
tended the IFC with eight classes to included defect geometry with
regard to inspection processes. The existing IFC standard imple-
ments a diversified tool set for modeling buildings and structures
and offering possibilities for special uses. To keep the complexity
of IFC as low as possible, new entities should be added only if
necessary and economical. This leads to the question if the goal
of exchanging damage data could be done with only a few mod-
ifications in an existing standard. Isailovic et al. (2020) proposed a
framework for damage acquisition and assessment that calculates
defect geometries on the basis of photos and generates an IFC file
with damage information. Their approach omitted IFS extensions;
however, this model lacks time relations and visual data to properly
support the assessment task.

Damage Model Implementation Strategy

Five implementation methods to extend the BIM concept are de-
scribed in the literature. First, the BIM Collaboration Format
(BCF) was designed for sharing change requirements of building
models during design, planning, and construction (buildingSMART
International Ltd. 2009). BCF files are additional files besides the
building information and contain one or more issues with a camera
position, photos, and descriptions. These files do not contain build-
ing information and hence are not capable of providing damage data,
such as geometries or properties of a defect.

Another possibility is to use proprietary and custom data for-
mats, e.g., Autodesk Revit or Microsoft Excel files (McGuire et al.
2016). The most noteworthy advantages of proprietary data formats
are the availability of existing tools and hence less effort for soft-
ware implementation. However, those concepts are not capable of
storing all information related to defects, for example, Excel is not
made for storing geometry data.

In addition to the mentioned proprietary data formats, open data
formats are available, for example, the IFC (Borrmann et al. 2018).
IFC is a comprehensive data format for BIM and provides numer-
ous possibilities for modeling semantics and geometries. Addition-
ally, several authoring tools allow exports to IFC and numerous IFC
viewers exist. Hence, less implementation efforts are required if a
damage-loaded BIM could be modeled by means of IFC. Although
the IFC standard is extensive, it lacks specific relationships and en-
tities for defects and damaged components. To overcome this gap,
extensions of the IFC have been developed, for example, by Tanaka
et al. (2018). The biggest disadvantage of such extensions is that
extending the IFC requires further implementation work to read,
write, visualize, and edit the resultant data model.

Linked data models incorporate IFC data and associate data via
links to other models or model types. One example is the linking of
IFC data with semantic web ontologies. All building information is
stored in an IFC file and damage information is stored in a separate

damage model. Both are linked via a link model (Hamdan and
Scherer 2018; Hamdan et al. 2019). On the one hand, a linked data
or multimodel concept is highly flexible and semantic web allows
defining custom relationships (W3C 2012). On the other hand, dis-
tributing data over two models leads to data dispersion and again
the necessity of implementing your own viewers and authoring
tools arises.

Several open-source IFC viewers exist, such as the Java IFC
Toolkit or the xBIM Xplorer. These viewers and related libraries
copewith reading, writing, visualizing, and editing IFC files. Exten-
sions to these software tools require less effort compared to devel-
oping software from scratch. This leads to the decision to implement
the conceptual model by using the IFC 4 standard (buildingSMART
International Ltd. 2016).

Problem Statement and Objective

Current and future inspection practices require a suitable DIM with
geometric, visual, and semantic damage data. Heretofore, several
DIMs with regard to visualization and semantic information have
been developed. However, each focuses on a specific aspect, such
as visualization or simulation. Some models include semantic data
and some include visual data while others include geometries. This
study focuses on a comprehensive DIM that incorporates all three
aspects and is usable for multiple use cases. Simply combining
existing approaches would not be possible because this would lead
to redundant information in the model, for example, the different
approaches of modeling defect geometries by Isailovic et al. (2020)
and Hamdan and Scherer (2018). Instead, a requirement analysis
under the consideration of the existing work is necessary to identify
the model requirements and address them in the data model. This
incorporates synergizing existing models and concepts and adding
new aspects, such as multiple defect representations and mapping
information.

The objectives of this study were to address the following re-
search questions:
• Which data are necessary to deliver damage information for as-

sessment and simulation?
• How can an object-oriented model independent of software

tools or data formats be designed?
• What changes and extensions are required to existing models?
• How can this object-oriented model be implemented using an

established architecture engineering and construction (AEC)
data format?

• Can the object-oriented model and its implementation be veri-
fied using available AEC software tools?

Requirement Analysis

The effectiveness of a model depends on the fulfillment of model
requirements. Hence, the requirements for a DIM are analyzed in
this section. According to Borrmann et al. (2018), a BIM model
consists of semantic and geometric data. This definition has been
extended for damage data because visual data, such as photos, play
a prime role in the inspection process. In accordance with the def-
inition of the data categories, the different requirements are ex-
plained in the following subsections. Table 1 encapsulates all
data categories and the content of these data.

Semantic Data

Semantic data refer to data that describe the meaning or content of a
defect. Table 1 gives the content of the semantic data. The first se-
mantic information is that there is a defect or damaged component.
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Hearn (2007) showed in his comparison of national inspection prac-
tices that nations acquire either defect- or component-centered data
for bridge assessment. Using a defect entity enables supporting both
assessment practices. A component with a related defect may be
easily abstracted to a damaged component. The other way around
would be considerably more difficult. Hence, a class for an individ-
ual defect is necessary. Such a defect object requires an identifier,
name, and description to cope with textual information.

Bridge assessment relies on defect relationships. The first rela-
tionship is with the damaged component. Second, a defect may con-
sist of several part defects, for example, a crack map consists of
several cracks. Third, a defect can have another defect as a reason;
for example, a spalling is the reason behind an exposed and cor-
roded rebar. Last, a defect has associated documents, like reports.

The entire data of a defect require a relation to time because
inspections are snapshots in time. The defect entity should stay
the same because only the parameters of the defect vary with time
and not the defect itself. A special case could be if two defects be-
come one, such as two cracks growing and becoming one crack. It
can be concluded that the defect entity persists over time. In con-
trast, the associated data represent a snapshot.

Different defect types have different effects, which gives rise to
a variation in assessment results. Artus and Koch (2020) defined 12
damage types. In general, different damage types, which may occur
at bridges, need to be supported. Some examples are cracks, spall-
ing, and corrosion. A damage of a specific type is represented by a
damage type class and a relationship between the defect and the
damage type. Finally, semantic data contain defect properties. Such
properties may contain textual descriptions, implications, measure-
ments, or condition ratings. These properties may be grouped to-
gether on the basis of their context, meaning, or time. This leads to
using one class to group properties and one class for each property
itself. A property must have a name and value. A description and
unit are optional. All aforementioned semantic information may be
used to automatically check for specified rules later (Ren et al.
2019). Furthermore, probabilistic simulations use semantic data
for predicting bridge conditions (Calvert et al. 2020).

Visual Data

Hearn (2007) emphasized the importance of photos and sketches
during inspection, which has necessitated their inclusion in the data
model. Photos or sketches are stored in files, which are linked to the
defect. Findings of state-of-the-art research have confirmed the
benefit of using UAS for visual inspection (Morgenthal et al.
2019). Using video-capturing drones leads to a large number of
photos or even video streams. Hence, a DIM must offer storing

several photos of a defect or a video stream. This approach is sim-
ilar to the aforementioned reports and hence the same approach is
applicable. Finally, photos may be used as textures for depicting the
defect’s image at the correct model position. For this purpose, rec-
tified photos are necessary. Furthermore, a texture-mapping algo-
rithm or a mapping table is necessary to properly attach the image.
Both need to be stored in case of using textures. If the texture
should be depicted only at a specific part of a component geometry,
this part needs to be marked.

Geometry Data

Geometry data consist of one-dimensional (1D), 2D, and 3D geom-
etry data. One-dimensional geometry denotes the defect position.
The position is important for subsequent assessment; for example,
cracks in the deck above the expansion joint could indicate a too
small or missing expansion joint.

Two-dimensional geometry data could be poly lines or plane
sketches. Instead of adding photos of sketches, inspectors could add
those sketches to the model, which would be machine-readable.
Sketches are relevant in case of bad illumination because inspectors
create sketches to provide additional geometric information for
the assessment afterward. Furthermore, on-site inspections pri-
marily rely on paper-based plans. To support this use case, a model
of a damaged bridge should contain plans in addition to the 3D
model. This leads to the point where a defect has multiple geom-
etries with different contexts.

Automated damage detection systems generate 3Ddamage geom-
etry data. UASs capture photos or videos during their flight around
the bridge. Structure-from-motion (SfM) algorithms are employed
to generate point clouds and meshes. Within point clouds, further
annotations are possible to accentuate damaged regions (Morgenthal
et al. 2019). The points of a point cloud are used to generate meshes
of a defect to retrieve solid geometries (Isailovic et al. 2020). Three-
dimensional geometries provide damage-related information for
structural bridge simulations and bridge assessments. Refer to the
“Damage Information Modeling” section for explanations on how
to use 3D geometry data for structural bridge simulations.

Requirement Summary

In summary, the following essential requirements must be
addressed:
• An entity for a defect;
• Relationships that can represent damaged components, defect

groups, defect causes and effects, and defect-related documents;
• Classifications for defects;
• Defect properties to store textual descriptions, condition ratings,

measurements, and implications;
• Multiple photos, sketches, and videos need to be stored;
• 1D, 2D, and 3D defect geometry;
• Depict a photo as texture on the 3D model; and
• Multiple geometries have to be stored because a defect may

have a 2D and 3D representation.

Object-Oriented Design

As per the damage information summarized in the “Requirement
Analysis” section, this section describes two DIM variants inde-
pendently from implementation strategies to model the information
required. In the first step, the semantic data are modeled. In the
following steps, the geometry and visual data are added. All class
diagrams contain building elements visualizing the relationships
between those building elements and affecting defects.

Table 1. Data categories and inherited data

Data type Data category Data content

Semantic data Relationships Affected component(s), defect
cause, defect-related documents,
parts of a defect

Classification Damage type
Defect properties Textual descriptions, condition

rating, measurements, implications
Visual data — Photos, sketches, videos
Geometry data — One-dimensional geometry

(e.g., defect position coordinates),
2D geometry (e.g., polylines),
3D geometry (e.g., point clouds,
meshes, constructive solid
geometry, BREP)

Note: BREP = boundary representation.
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Semantic Data

Hamdan and Scherer (2018) and Sacks et al. (2018a) covered se-
mantic data in their studies in the form of defect relations and mea-
surements. The concepts presented in this paper are based on their
work in a sense that relationships and measurements are included.
Fig. 3 shows the unified modeling language (UML) diagram for
semantic defect data. Building products and subclasses represent
bridge parts and semantic damage data are the annotation and re-
lation. To address the target of a defect entity, aDefectAnnotation is
defined, which consists of a name, ID, and description. Relation-
ships are the next point in the list of requirements. The relationship
between the defect and the building product is designed via an ob-
jectified relationship DefectProductRelation. This relationship has
two attributes: relatingProduct points to the affected bridge compo-
nent and relatedDefect points to the affecting defect. Such an ob-
jectified relationship has the advantage that it can contain additional
information, for example, the relation type. The CauseEffectRela-
tion offers the possibility to represent causing and resulting defects.
The causingDefect points to the defect that is the reason for the
resultingDefect. This relationship is an m to n relationship because
a defect may have multiple causing defects and one defect may
have several resulting defects. An objectified relationship has been
used to cope with this requirement of an m to n relationship. Re-
lated documents may be referenced via the DocumentReference
class. This points to a general object because the documents
may be related to a specific defect, such as photos of a defect,
or to a building product, such as an ultrasonic survey of a bridge
component. Furthermore, the class contains an identifier, name, de-
scription, and uniform resource identifier (URI) about the refer-
enced document.

To address the requirement of a defect type, the DefectAnnota-
tion is provided with the defectType attribute, which is of type
DefectType. The DefectType class has a name and description.
Possible names could be crack, spalling, corrosion, or similar. The
defect properties are added by the class Measurement and grouped
via aMeasurementSet. A measurement contains a name, value, and
an optional unit. In summary, this part of the model covers the
requirements of modeling semantic data as shown by Table 1.

Visual Data

Hüthwohl et al. (2018) proposed defect representations using
textures; however, their approach misses the requirement of includ-
ing multiple photos and necessary texturing information. Address-
ing the requirement of storing multiple photos, they can be
referenced via DocumentReference. Fig. 4 shows the use of a photo

as texture. The DefectAnnotation has a Texturing with the texture
area, mapping information, and URI. A texture is applied to the
texture area by mapping the image from the URI with the given
texture mapping. TextureMappingAlgorithm is a subclass of
TextureMapping and represents generic algorithms to calculate tex-
ture mappings, like spherical texture mapping. TextureGeometry-
Map represents a point-based texture map also as subclass of
TextureMapping. A TextureArea defines the location of a texture.

Fig. 3. UML class diagram for the model of semantic data.

Fig. 4. UML class diagram of the information model with additional
textures.
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This may be the entire geometry of a defect or component or it is a
part of those geometries.

Defect Geometries

Physical defects lead to cutouts in component geometries. Either
this is derived from the relationship between the damage and the
component, or the relationship between the component and the
damage is modeled separately from the geometry of the damaged
component. The advantage of interpreting the geometry on the
basis of the relationship between the component and its defect
is that fewer entities are necessary, which entails less risk for in-
coherence. However, including multiple geometries is defined as
a requirement, but calculating the geometry on the basis of the
relationship does not offer involving multiple geometries for a de-
fect or damaged component. A distinction of relationships and
geometries enables including multiple geometries of defects and
damaged components. For the sake of completeness, both methods
are modeled, implemented, and tested. These methods have in
common that the defect and component have individual geometries;
furthermore, the concept of constructive solid geometry (CSG)
s used to calculate the geometry of a damaged component for both
approaches.

Relationship-Based Geometry
Isailovic et al. (2020) showed the integration of damage geometry
into BIM models. However, their implementation has the short-
coming of using a surface feature for subtraction, which contradicts
with the definition of IFC 4. The concept proposed in this paper is
inspired by their work. Fewer relationships and entities are re-
quired if relationships between defects and components lead to
geometric interpretations. Fig. 5 illustrates this approach. Defect-
ProductRelation has been replaced with a new relationship,
DamagedGeometryCutOut, combines the relation between a de-
fect and the affected component and involves geometric data. buil-
dingElement points to the affected component and defect points to
the affecting defect. To model a crack in a wall, buildingElement
would point to that wall and defect would point to the crack. Both
objects, i.e., the undamaged wall and the crack, have a geometry.
The geometry of the crack is subtracted from the geometry of the
wall to create the geometry of the damaged wall.

Independent Relationship and Geometry
The data model of Isailovic et al. (2020) has a second drawback:
it does not allow multiple geometries for a single defect, which
is required as explained in the “Requirement Analysis” section.
Using the following concept, this requirement is fulfilled. Fig. 6(a)
illustrates how to independently model the geometry and the rela-
tionship between defects and products. This approach uses the
DefectProductRelation from Fig. 3 to represent the relationship be-
tween a defect and the affected component. The component and the
defect have their individual 3D geometries. Fig. 6(b) shows the ob-
ject diagram for this method. The defect has a geometry called
defectGeometry and the damaged component has two geometries:
the componentGeometry and the damagedGeometry. Cutting out
the damage geometry from the component geometry results in the
damagedGeometry of the component. Each geometry has a repre-
sentation context to allow selecting the desired geometric
representation.

Synergized Damage Model

Fig. 7 depicts the entire UML model including both geometry
modeling approaches. The geometry may be included by the

DamagedGeometryCutout relation or by the DefectProductRela-
tion in combination with CSG geometries.

Object-Oriented Implementation

This section explains the implementation of the object-oriented
damage model and extensions to xBIM Xplorer. The “Damage
Model Implementation Strategy” section summarizes five possible
implementation strategies. IFC is a comprehensive standard that
supports several domains during planning, design, and construction.
Additionally, IFC is flexible because of generic classes and custom
classifications. Together with the broad support of IFC by several
software tools, those arguments led to the decision to implement
the object-oriented model in IFC.

IFC Classes for Semantic Data

Up to now, there have been no specific defect entities implemented
in the IFC. However, the IFC offers several alternatives: IfcProxy,
IfcAnnotation, IfcSurfaceFeature, and IfcVoidingFeature. Table 2
compares the advantages and disadvantages of these IFC entities.
IfcProxy is a generic entity, but IFC 4 lists the proxy as deprecated
and recommends using IfcBuildingElementProxy instead. A look at
newer versions of the IFC reveals the proxy is marked deprecated
no longer. The DIM should be usable in future standards and hence
the proxy is taken as an option instead of BuildingElementProxy.
A proxy is very flexible and thus suitable for every defect type.
However, a proxy is treated as an individual element or building
element, which conflicts with the nature of a defect. A defect can-
not exist without the affected component. An IfcAnnotation may
be used to add further annotations to a component. However,
IfcAnnotations are only meant to have zero-dimensional, 1D, or

Fig. 5. Class diagram for modeling the damaged component geometry
with the component geometry and the defect geometry.
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2D geometries. IfcSurfaceFeatures and IfcVoidingFeatures are
suitable for specific defects. Surface features are suitable for mod-
eling corrosion or other defects that only affect the surface of a
component. Voiding features are suitable for defects like cracks
or spalling, which add a void to a component. However, they
are not suitable for modeling further damage types, e.g., material

changes below the surface, divergences from specifications, or
washouts. On the whole, depending on the defect, a suitable
IFC entity must be chosen. Corrosion or other surface changes that
affect surface features. Cracks and spalling are represented by void-
ing features at best. Other defects could use either annotations or
proxies.

(a)

(b)

Fig. 6. (a) UML class diagram for modeling the threefold geometry: intact component geometry, defect geometry, and damaged component
geometry; and (b) object diagram for the threefold geometry model.
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In the next step, the analysis of suitable relationships from the
IFC standard is presented. IfcRelAssigns “is a generalization of
‘link’ relationships among instances of IfcObjects and its various
1st level subtypes” (buildingSMART International Ltd. 2018b). A
specific identification of the relationship is stored as the name of the
relationship. In case of the DefectProductRelation, the name of
IfcRelAssignsToProdcut would be defect product relation. How-
ever, a defect is part of a component and if the component is de-
stroyed the defect no longer exists. Hence, a composition is more
precise. Strict compositions are modeled with IfcRelAggregates.
Construction and design practice understands aggregations as a
sum of different products. This would imply a defect is a product
if an aggregation is used, which is questionable. Altogether, aggre-
gations seem to be the most precise relationship for physical
defects. Both relationships of the aggregation and the assignment
may be used for other defects. In case of using IfcVoidingFeature to
represent defects, the decomposition relationship IfcRelVoidsEle-
ment is suitable. “IfcRelVoidsElement is an objectified relationship

between a building element and one opening element that creates a
void in the element” (buildingSMART International Ltd. 2018b).
As stated previously, the voiding feature and the voids relationship
are only applicable to cracks or spalling and not in case of material
changes or other damage types. An example is depicted in Fig. 8.
IfcRelAssignsToProdcut may be used for effect-cause relations
with the name “cause” or “reason.” Additional information about
the relation might be given by the description of the relationship.
Table 3 provides an overview of the existing relationships and
related advantages and disadvantages.

To model damage types, IFC type objects are suitable entities.
Furthermore, property sets or templates are suitable for defining
type-related properties or necessary properties for entities of a type,
for example, measurements, the condition rating, dates, or further
descriptions. Document references link to existing inspection re-
ports, results of additional surveys, or photos. Fig. 9 depicts an IFC
file that includes a damage type, some measurements, and a docu-
ment reference.

Fig. 7. UML model including both Variants A and B with the relationship-based geometry and the distinct geometry and relationship.

Table 2. Overview of the possible IFC entities with advantages and disadvantages

+/− IfcProxy IfcAnnotation IfcSurfaceFeature IfcVoidingFeature

+ Interpretable by most
applications

Add (textual) information about
defect to component

Suitable for specific defects Suitable for specific defects
Geometry is not visualized like
geometries of components

Geometry is not visualized like geometries
of components

− Generic container Less supported by applications Only designed for modifications at surface Only designed to reduce volume of element
Independent object in
contrast to a dependent
defect

Limited representations Less supported by applications Less supported by applications
Modeling defects as annotations
conflicts with the original
meaning of annotations

Modeling defects as surface features may
conflict with original meaning of surface
feature

Modeling defects as voiding features may
conflict with original meaning of voiding
feature

Note: +/− = advantages and disadvantages.

© ASCE 04022029-9 J. Comput. Civ. Eng.

 J. Comput. Civ. Eng., 2022, 36(6): 04022029 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 a
sc

el
ib

ra
ry

.o
rg

 b
y 

M
at

hi
as

 A
rtu

s o
n 

08
/0

1/
22

. C
op

yr
ig

ht
 A

SC
E.

 F
or

 p
er

so
na

l u
se

 o
nl

y;
 a

ll 
rig

ht
s r

es
er

ve
d.



IFC Classes for Geometry Data

This subsection discusses the implementation of geometries of the
DIM by using the IFC. In addition to modeling the geometry of the
damaged component, the method of modeling a defect geometry
and the use of geometric representation contexts are illustrated.

Relationship-Based Geometry
This paragraph illustrates the implementation of the geometry model
described previously and is related to Fig. 5. Fig. 10 shows an extract
of an IFC file that contains an IfcVoidingFeature (#9002) as defect
entity and a related component. The IfcRelVoidsElement (#9004)
represents the relationship between the defect and component and
implies cutting the defect geometry out of the component geometry.

Independent Relationship and Geometry
This paragraph illustrates the implementation of the geometry
model described previously and is related to Fig. 6. In case of stor-
ing the geometry of the damaged component in the IFC, represen-
tation contexts are chosen to distinguish the geometries of intact and
damaged components. A product might have multiple representa-
tions and every representation has a different representation context.
Fig. 11 illustrates the use of multiple geometries and representation
contexts. The defect and the beam have their own geometries as
shown by Entities #9003 and #233. In this context, the damaged
geometry of the beam, Entity #9100, is a CSG geometry with a sub-
traction of the undamaged beam and the defect geometry.

IFC Classes for Visual Data

Visual data may be stored as document references or as textures,
which are depicted on a 3D surface. Document references were dis-
cussed in the “IFC Classes for Semantic Data” section. Coming to
the implementation of textures, Fig. 12 illustrates how to include a
texture in an IFC file. To position an image, for example, a png file,
within the 3D model, a geometry is necessary. This geometry is rep-
resented by the IfcRepresentationItem. Such a geometry could be a
plane, which carries the texture slightly above the related position of
the affected component. A listing example can be found in the study
by Hüthwohl et al. (2018). In addition to the texture itself, the

mapping is necessary. The IFC offers the class IfcTextureCoordinate
to add texture-mapping information and subclasses, such as IfcTex-
tureCoordinateGenerator and IfcIndexedTriangleTextureMap, to
either define an algorithmic or point-based texture mapping.

xBIM Extensions

During the tests, which are explained in the next section, two prob-
lems could be observed:
• None of the software tools supports selection of IfcGeometri-

cRepresentationContexts; and
• None of the software tools interprets textures correctly.

To verify the entire model, one software tool had to be extended;
xBIM was chosen for the same.

Representation Context Selection
The selection of IfcGeometricRepresentationContexts is required
to illustrate the visualization of multiple geometries and switch
between different geometries. Fig. 11 illustrates the use of IfcGeo-
metricRepresentationContext and IfcGeometricRepresentationSub-
Context in an IFC file. Entity #9050 is the subcontext for the final
visualization. xBIM should be able to select contexts or subcon-
texts. In case of selecting a context, all subcontexts should be se-
lected as well. A new menu item called Select visualization context
has been added in the view menu of xBIM. This opens a dialog,
which displays all available geometric representation contexts and
subcontexts. Fig. 13 depicts the view menu and the opened dialog.
The user can select multiple contexts or subcontexts there. Accord-
ing to the selection the new scene is generated and visualized.

Texture Visualization
To use textures, the image of the texture must be loaded and applied
correctly according to the given texture mapping. The path to the
image is stored as the absolute path or as the path relative to the IFC
file. After loading the given image, texture mapping is required to
determine the texture position. A spherical texture mapping was
implemented as a first approach. The spherical texture mapping can
be imagined as a sphere around the 3D geometry. Rays start from a
calculated or givenmidpoint of the 3D geometry, go through one ver-
tex of the geometry, and land on the outer texture. The vertex of the
geometry and the pixel coordinate of the image are mapped together.
Another method is that the user manually defines a mapping between
texture coordinates and the related vertices or triangles (Heckbert
1989). Both algorithms were implemented and screenshots of the re-
sults are part of the “Testing of the Implementation” section.

Testing of the Implementation

Testing the IFC implementation concept was performed by check-
ing the compliance of the test files according to IFC 4 and through
evaluation of the visualization. Future tests will include the transfer
to calculations in simulation environments. First, solitary test files
are defined as per the implementation. Next, all solitary test files are
checked for compliance against IFC 4 and used to validate the sin-
gle requirements. The solitary test files consist of damaged beams

Fig. 8. Extract of an IFC file modeling a damaged beam (#244) as
damaged building element. The defect is represented by a voiding fea-
ture (#9002) and the voids relationship (#9004) models the relationship
to the beam.

Table 3. Overview of the possible IFC entities with advantages and disadvantages

+/− IfcRelAssignsToProduct IfcRelAggregates IfcRelVoidsElement

+ Interpretable by most applications Interpretable by most applications Avoids additional data for geometry

− Not usable for defects, which are part
of a component (e.g., cracks, spalling)

Some defects are not part of component (e.g., vegetation) parts Designed for voids only
Representation results from geometry of parts Less supported by applications

Note: +/− = advantages and disadvantages.
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without reinforcement. Revit was used for designing the beam
model and exporting it to IFC 4. The damage information was
added to the beam manually by using a plain text editor.

Multiple software tools were used for verifying the broad usabil-
ity of the concept. Table 4 gives an overview of all examined soft-
ware applications. This study focused on modeling data and not on
the usability of authoring software. Hence, only Revit was tested as
representative of authoring tools. Future research should investigate
editing possibilities as well.

Testing Semantic Data

In the first step, the functionality of visualizing semenatic data
was tested. All four IFC entities, i.e., IfcAnnotation, IfcProxy,

IfSurfaceFeature, and IfcVoidingFeature, were tested. The expect-
ation is that the software provides a geometric view, a hierarchical
tree view, and a view for the properties. Table 5 presents an over-
view of the test results. Revit, Desite BIM, and Solibri Model
Viewer lack the hierarchical view of the model and hence the de-
fects without geometries could not be selected. Furthermore, none
of the three includes a hierarchical view of the model. All other
software visualizes the test files properly.

Next, the visualization of the relationships was tested. For this
purpose, typification, external references, and defect relationships
were added. Classification could be visualized via a property view
or by using the correct product type. Table 6 summarizes the test
results. IFC viewers do not access product catalogs and hence the
type is shown as property in the view. Revit uses its internal type
catalog to select the corresponding type of an entity. However, this
is only possible if the typification is stored with correct Revit family
names. The same problem arises with measurements or properties in
Revit. External references should be shown at least in the property
view with their URI. The apstex IFC viewer and xBIM show exter-
nal references in such a way. None of the other software tools
showed the external document references. Last, defect relationships,
i.e., aggregation, association, or voids element, should be shown in
the hierarchical view or as properties. xBIM and apstex show ag-
gregations in the hierarchical view and associations as properties.
BIM Vision was able to show aggregations but not the associations.

Testing Texture Implementation

Textures are the second requirement in the data model. To test tex-
turing, an image was attached to an additional plane, which is at the

Fig. 11. Extract of an IFC file modeling a distinct geometry and re-
lationship. An assignment (#9001) represents the relationship between
the beam (#244) and the defect (#9000). The beam has two geometries:
a damaged geometry (#9100) and an undamaged geometry (#227).

Fig. 9. Part of an IFC file modeling a proxy for the defect (#9000) and
a type object (#9011) to define a damage type, namely, damage type
spalling. Additionally, some measurements (#9021) and a reference to
an external document (#9031) are included.

Fig. 10. Extract of an IFC file modeling a beam (#244) as damaged
building element. The defect is represented by a voiding feature
(#9002) and the voids relationship (#9004) represents the relationship
between the beam and the defect.
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defect position. Other geometries may be used instead of a plane.
As depicted by the last row in Table 7, none of the available soft-
ware was able to properly visualize the texture. Most ignored the
texture parameter. usBIM only shows the plane where the texture
should be depicted. xBIM Xplorer has received an extension to
visualize textures on a geometries with a given texture mapping.
Fig. 14 shows an example of a beam with a texture representing
a defect.

Testing of Geometry Data

Geometric representations are very common in the AEC sector.
However, the software programs support the geometric representa-
tions in different quality, which is evidenced in Table 7. The visu-
alization of CSG geometries was done properly by all IFC viewers
except Desite BIM and the Solibri Model Viewer. None of the
viewers that are available by the software vendors offer a selection
of representation context. This requirement was achieved only by
Revit. Revit includes 2D plans and 3D views for its building mod-
els; however, multiple 3D geometries are not possible in Revit. The
custom extended version of xBIM was able to offer the context
selection with multiple 3D geometries.

The next step tested the visualization of an IfcVoidingFeature
with an IfcRelVoidsElement relationship in accordance with the

relationship-based cutout. The voiding feature is correctly sup-
ported by apstex’s IFC Viewer and xBIM Xplorer. Other programs
do not respect an IfcVoidingFeature with an IfcRelVoidsElement
relationship. Many viewers are able to handle an opening in con-
junction with an IfcRelVoidsElement. However, defining a defect as
an opening is semantically wrong. Fig. 15 shows the visualization
of an IfcVoidingFeaturewith an IfcRelVoidsElement relationship in
the original xBIM Xplorer. Fig. 15(a) shows a beam with typical
spalling. Fig. 15(b) depicts a close-up screenshot of the cutout of
the defect in the beam. Finally, in Fig. 15(c) one can see the high-
lighted defect geometry of the spalling. A similar result was
achieved with the apstex IFC viewer.

Fig. 16 shows the selection and output of different visualiza-
tion contexts in the extended xBIM Xplorer. Figs. 16(a–c) show
the selected representation context, Figs. 16(d–f) present an over-
view of the model, and Figs. 16(g–i) depict a close-up view of the
damaged section. Figs. 16(d and g) show the visualization of the
undamaged beam, Figs. 16(e and h) show the defect geometry,
and Figs. 16(f and i) show the damaged beam after subtracting
the defect geometry. If the defect geometry and the geometry
of the damaged component are activated, the used defect element,
which is a proxy in this case, is shown as filling in the damaged
beam. This is disadvantageous because the defect geometry

Fig. 12. Damage model with texture using IfcSurfaceFeature and related elements. Multiple superclasses, subclasses, and selects are omitted for
simplicity.
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should not be a filling. If the relationship-based cutout is used,
i.e., IfcVoidingFeature with IfcRelVoidsElement, only the dam-
aged component geometry is visible; however, the cutout is never
shown as filling.

The test with the CSG representation revealed there is another
feature missing in xBIM Xplorer. xBIM Xplorer is not able to use
IfcBooleanResults in combination with IfcTriangulatedFaceSets.
Because of this, the example in Fig. 16 uses a simplified defect
geometry.

Table 4. Tested BIM authoring software and IFC viewers

Authoring software IFC viewers

Autodesk Revit 2019 apstex IFC viewer
BIM Vision

Desite BIM (Thinkproject 2019)
Solibri Model Viewer

usBIM
xBIM Xplorer

Table 5. Software used for visualizing the defect information in a hierarchical or properties view

Defect type
Autodesk
Revit

apstex IFC
viewer BIM vision Desite BIM

Solibri model
viewer usBIM xBIM Xplorer

Annotation — ✓ (✓) — — ✓ ✓

Proxy — ✓ ✓ — — ✓ ✓

Surface feature — ✓ ✓ — — ✓ ✓

Voiding feature — ✓ ✓ — — ✓ ✓

Fig. 13. The view menu of xBIM with the opened context selection dialog.

Table 6. Performance of the software regarding relationships

Defect information
Autodesk
Revit

apstex IFC
viewer BIM vision Desite BIM

Solibri model
viewer usBIM xBIM Xplorer

Classification (✓) ✓ — — — ✓ ✓

External references — ✓ — — — — ✓

Measurements (✓) ✓ — — — — ✓

Defect relationship — ✓ (✓) — — — ✓
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Comparing Test Results to Requirements

Altogether, with the use of IFC and an extension of xBIM Xplorer,
it was possible to address all requirements stated in the “Require-
ment Analysis” section. Table 8 shows an overview of the require-
ments and finally used entities of the standardized IFC 4. All
implementations could be verified using an extended version of
xBIM Xplorer.

Use Cases and Examples

For a better illustration of use cases and examples, a bridge model
of IFC Infra was used (IFC Infra 2019b). The bridge model was
originally written according to the IFC 4x2 standard and was trans-
ferred to IFC 4. Some entities, classes, and enumerations are not
available in IFC 4 and hence were replaced by proxies or other
suitable entities. Defects and damage data were added manually
by using a plain text editor. Hence, damage geometries are kept
simple. Furthermore, four geometric visualization contexts were
defined in the model: body, defect geometry, damaged components,
and defect photos.

Fig. 17 depicts the bridge with the positions of the defects
marked. Starting from the left, there are two test drills at the abut-
ment. The defect at the midtop represents some cracks in the pave-
ment. Third, the railing in the lower midsection is corroded. Last,
there is a spalling on the lower-right at the abutment wall.

Model-Based Inspection Review

On the basis of the damaged bridge model, an inspection review
may be performed. Fig. 18 shows a scenario of discussing defects
using the as-damaged bridge model. All defects, their properties,
and related documents may be reviewed by a team of engineers.
Instead of using drawings and textual descriptions only, a 3D model
can be examined by moving around, selecting images, showing re-
lated data, and discussing defect geometries and their impact on the
condition assessment.

Corrosion
Fig. 19(a) shows a photo of a corroded railing. Right next to this
photo is the selected railing in the model. Fig. 19(b) shows the

Table 7. Performance of the software regarding different geometric representations and texture

Model aspects Modeling approaches
Autodesk
Revit

apstex IFC
viewer

BIM
vision

Desite
BIM

Solibri model
viewer usBIM

xBIM Xplorer
(original)

xBIM Xplorer
(extended)

CSG + contexts Context selectable ✓ — — — — — — ✓

Show different represen-tations — — — — — — — ✓

Show defect geometry ✓ ✓ — — — ✓ ✓ ✓

Voiding feature Subtract geometry ✓ ✓ — — — ✓ ✓ ✓

Show defect geometry ✓ ✓ — — — ✓ ✓ ✓

Texture Visualize texture — — — — — — — ✓

Fig. 15. (a) Visualization in xBIMXplorer of a beam with spalling modeled by using a voiding feature and (b) a close view at the spalling at the beam;
and (c) typical spalling geometry. The transparency has been increased to improve the visibility of the cutout.

Fig. 14. Screenshot of xBIM Xplorer with a textured proxy as defect at
a beam.
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properties of the railing in the model. Taking adequate photos to
represent the corrosion of the entire railing is cumbersome and
time-consuming. Therefore, a simple property is used to represent
this defect. The railing has only a body geometry and hence, if the
damaged component geometric representation context is selected,
the railing is not shown anymore in the 3D view. This defect re-
vealed that it is not sufficient to use geometric representation
contexts for selection. Specialized views are necessary, such as a
view with highlighted components or damage textures.

Cracks
Fig. 20 shows some cracks on the pavement of the bridge.
Furthermore, there is a bump in the pavement and the sidewalk.
By using this photo as a texture, the inspector or engineer can
get a quick impression of the defect. Aligning the texture to the
3D model can help the user gather additional information about
related or near elements faster compared to studying 2D plans.
However, this defect shows the problem of image rectification
for textures. The image, which has been used for the texture,
has not been rectified. Hence, the texture shows the slope of
the bridge at the position of the sidewalk, which could be
misunderstood.

Spalling
Fig. 21 shows an example of a geometric representation of a de-
fect. Fig. 21(a) shows a photo of the spalling, and Fig. 21(b)
shows the defect in the final model. The geometry of the spalling
was generated manually within the IFC file. This leads to visual
inaccuracies, such as the different paths of the lower part of the
spalling. By using SfM, damage geometries can be modeled with
higher accuracy (Isailovic et al. 2020). However, the example
shows that the principal concept provides geometry information
of a defect.

Holes from Drilling Samples
Fig. 22 represents two holes from drilling samples in the abutment.
Figs. 22(b and c) show the model after selecting the context of dam-
aged components only. Hence, the abutment with the drill holes
is shown without near components. Fig. 22(b) shows the abut-
ment with a texture at the position of the drill holes. Fig. 22(c) de-
picts the visualization of the drill holes by cutouts. The user can

Fig. 16. Model of a defect using CSG and different visualization contexts in the 3D view: (a, d, and g) undamaged beam; (b, e, and h) defect
geometry; and (c, f, and i) damaged beam.

Table 8. Summary of test requirements and test results

Requirement Successfully tested solutions

Defect entity IfcAnnotation, IfcProxy,
IfcVoidingFeature, IfcSurfaceFeature

Relationship for damaged
components

IfcRelAssociatesProduct,
IfcRelAggregates,
IfcRelVoidsElement

Relationship for defect groups IfcRelAggregates
Relationship for cause and effect IfcRelAssociates
Relationship for related documents IfcRelAssociatesDocument
Classification IfcTypeObject and

IfcRelDefinesByType
Defect properties IfcPropertySet and IfcProperty
Multiple photos, images, or videos See relationships for documents
Textures IfcImageTexture and

IfcTextureCoordinate
1D, 2D, and 3D defect geometry IfcProductDefinitionShape and

subclasses
Multiple geometries and selection IfcGeometricRepresentationContext
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switch between these visualizations by selecting the representation
context. Those multiple visualization approaches would provide
information about color changes or geometrical information by us-
ing the defect photos’ context and the damaged geometry context,
respectively.

Detailed Investigation

After the overall review of the bridge, some components may need
further investigation. For this step, a geometry-based structural
analysis, e.g., FEA, is applicable to determine the impact of the
defect on internal forces and stresses. Fig. 23 illustrates an FEA
in ANSYS with an individual beam. As an example, the equivalent
von Mises stresses were calculated. Fig. 23(a) presents the 3D
model views of the beam and the spalling. Fig. 23(b) shows the
colored beam in ANSYS and a close look at the beam. The color
legend is shown in Fig. 23(b). For the FEA, the IFC file that con-
tains the beam is converted into a step file using IfcConvert
(IfcOpenShell 2015). The engineer can add load conditions, bear-
ings, and simulation parameters. With this workflow, the geometry
of the beam can be imported directly instead of redrawing it.

Subsequently, the FEA can be performed. This FEA model is used
as an example, not to perform an in-depth analysis but to show the
capability of the information model.

Summary

Current inspection and assessment practices are paper-based, and
data exchange leads to information loss. To overcome this issue,
a DIM is required for data exchange. This study focused on devel-
oping a DIM to deliver necessary data of physical defects for inspec-
tion review and a simplified example for a detailed investigation via
FEA. According to the requirements, an object-oriented DIM was
designed. For the implementation, several options, such as propri-
etary formats, IFC, linked data, and BCF, were discussed in this pa-
per. IFC was chosen for implementation because several viewers
exist and hence less effort in writing source code is necessary. Using
multiple IFC entities, the object-oriented DIM was implemented.
The IFC viewer xBIM Xplorer was extended to be capable of se-
lecting representation contexts and visualize textures. Capabilities
and limitations of the model and multiple software programs were
evaluated by several tests. Finally, two use cases showed the capa-
bilities and limitations of the proposed DIM. The research questions
can be answered as follows.

Which Data Are Necessary to Deliver Damage
Information for Assessment and Simulation?

A 3D visualization of the damaged bridge allows model-based as-
sessment reviews. For this purpose, a 3D BIM model of the bridge
with all related components forms the basis. Necessary data are
photos, measurements, geometry, textures, documents, and typifi-
cation. Furthermore, the data model must respect that a defect may
have multiple measurements, photos, or geometries because of sev-
eral consecutive inspections. When using a photo as texture, a rec-
tified photo and a texture map are necessary. Structural simulations
benefit from an automatic exchange of geometry data. This needs
the 3D BIM model, semantic data, and defect geometries.

How Can an Object-Oriented Model Independent of
Software Tools or Data Formats Be Designed?

The defect should be represented by an object because it groups all
related data, for example, photos, measurements, and documents.

Fig. 17. Bridge with four defects. The places of the defects are marked.

Fig. 18.Model-based inspection review by engineers and discussion of
detailed defect geometries.

© ASCE 04022029-16 J. Comput. Civ. Eng.

 J. Comput. Civ. Eng., 2022, 36(6): 04022029 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 a
sc

el
ib

ra
ry

.o
rg

 b
y 

M
at

hi
as

 A
rtu

s o
n 

08
/0

1/
22

. C
op

yr
ig

ht
 A

SC
E.

 F
or

 p
er

so
na

l u
se

 o
nl

y;
 a

ll 
rig

ht
s r

es
er

ve
d.



Classifications should be defined once and used several times.
Hence, a typification object, which can be used for all defects
of the same type, is necessary. The defect has a geometry that in-
fluences the geometry of the related component. To calculate the
geometry of damaged components, the geometry of the component
and the defect geometry are required. This leads to the fact that a
component has two geometries: an intact and a damaged geometry.
Hence, a selection of the visualized geometry is necessary, which
is respected by using a representation context. Finally, a defect
photo may be used as texture. This texture must be mapped to the

geometry either by an algorithm, for example, spherical mapping,
or by pointwise mapping.

What Changes and Extensions Are Required to
Existing Models?

The work of Hamdan and Scherer (2018) and Sacks et al. (2018a)
included alphanumeric damage properties in their model but omit-
ted geometry data, visual data, and relationships to additional docu-
ments. Geometric data were incorporated by Isailovic et al. (2020)

Fig. 19. (a) Corroded railing on-site (the selected railing is right next to the photo in the model visualized by xBIM Xplorer); and (b) the related
property set with a condition rating, an assessment date, and further information.

Fig. 20. Representation of some cracks at the pavement as a texture depicted on a plane.
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and McGuire et al. (2016). However, these studies did not incorpo-
rate multiple defect representations in parallel, for example, a defect
representation as texture and geometry. Although the approach of
Hüthwohl et al. (2018) showed how to visualize a defect as a texture,

it does not explain how the required texture-mapping information
is provided to the visualization software. The proposed concept
synergizes semantic, geometric, and image data as well as adding
the possibility of multiple representations and multiple images.

Fig. 22. (a) Some test drills in the abutment; (b) photo as texture on the position of the test drills in the model; and (c) geometry of the defect in the
building model.

Fig. 21. Representation of a spalling at the abutment.
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How Can This Object-Oriented Model be Implemented
Using an Established AEC Data Format?

Out of five possibilities, IFC was chosen for implementating
the object-oriented model because it is standardized and sup-
ported by numerous software tools. By using IfcBooleanResult,
IfcVoidingFeature, IfcImageTexture, IfcGeometricRepresentation-
Context, IfcTextureCoordinate, IfcDocumentReference, IfcPropertx-
Set, and IfcProperty, all designed concepts could be implemented
without extensions of the IFC. This has the advantage that all models
based on this concept can be used in current and future inspection
software.

Can the Object-Oriented Model and Its Implementation
Be Verified Using Available AEC Software Tools?

Several software programs lack proper implementation or do not
support all concepts of the IFC. Most software can handle proxies,
aggregations, and assignments. If a software has a hierarchical view
that is not fulfilled by all tested software tools, the semantic data are
displayed properly. Some problems occur using classifications
because several software tools struggle to properly include classi-
fication information. Even fewer software programs supported the
concept of cutouts, especially if it is implemented using IfcRelVoid-
sElement. None of the tested tools offered the user the option for
selecting a representation context or visualizing a texture. To test
textures and geometry selection, xBIM Xplorer was extended. The
extended version of xBIM Xplorer was capable of all the required
concepts.

In summary, the paper has the following contributions:
1. A DIM was developed that synergizes existing concepts and

models, and has been extended as follows:
2. As opposed to existing concepts, this DIM now
• supports multiple geometries of a defect,
• allows inclusion of multiple photos of a single defect,

• incorporates necessary texture-mapping information to deliver
required texture-mapping information to the visualization, and

• allows multiple views of a defect, for example, a view with a
texture or with a geometry.

3. Existing software packages and extensions were tested regard-
ing the support of the damage data model.

4. Test cases and a case study were conducted to evaluate the
proposed damage information modeling concept.

Conclusion and Outlook

Damaged building models can be visualized for assessments and
transferred to structural simulation environments using the pre-
sented data model. The consecutive steps of a bridge inspection
require different types and details of information. Sacks et al.
(2018a) proposed an IDM and model view definition (MVD),
which lacks geometric and visualization data of defects. Future
work must address the IDM and MVD again with respect to geo-
metric and visual data, additional domains, such as non- or low-
destructive testing, and include further damage types, for example,
material changes or divergences from specification.

With the use of multiple geometries, multiple components and
defect states may be stored. Furthermore, textures provide visual
information about the defect. The model stores semantic, geomet-
ric, and visual data from visual inspections. Storing data from UAS
inspections, i.e., photos or videos, can be included as well. How-
ever, to verify the usability of the data model in combination with
UASs, further tests are required. The same applies for detailed
FEAs because the described FEAwas only an example without val-
idation of the outputs.

Applying textures to geometries delivers additional information
to the engineer. Textures need rectified photos and the related
texture-mapping algorithms. The texture-mapping algorithm de-
pends on the geometry and the aimed visualization. Hence, the

Fig. 23. (a) BIM model of the damaged beam; and (b) FEA model in ANSYS Mechanical showing the equivalent von Mises stress.
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texture-mapping algorithm must be transferred together with the
texture image. Both can be stored in the IFC file.

The proposed model aims to support different views of a defect,
such as an undamaged component, defect geometry, defect photos,
and the damaged component. This was achieved by adding geomet-
ric representation contexts to the 3D geometries and allowing the
user to select the desired context. The drawback of the proposed
approach is that components that do not have a geometry in the
selected context are not displayed. Special views need to be defined
instead of simple geometric representation contexts to overcome
this issue.

All test files were written manually. This is impractical in case of
generating buildings or structures with several defects. A proper
way for editing defects at structures is necessary to enable the
use of the IFC during the operation phase.

Incomplete or invalid implementation remains the biggest issue
of the IFC. Neither proprietary software, such as Autodesk Revit
nor open source software, for example, xBIM Xplorer, support
all concepts, classes, and entities of IFC 4. xBIM Xplorer was ex-
tended in this study. However, further improvements are required.
By improving documentation, training, examples, and assistance
regarding the IFC standard, software developers could be empow-
ered with the knowledge required for better implementation.
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